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The Durnbaughs 

  

This 1914 photo, 
taken inside the 
“Fogwell House”, 
as it was called, 
features the six  
children of Wilbur 
and Elizabeth 
Durnbaugh, who 
resided there at 
the time.  Left to 
right in the photo: 
sons McKinley, age 
12, and George 
Dewey, age 15; daughters Alice, 
age 7, our nurse holding infant 
brother David, and Catherine age 
5.  In front, at the left, is daughter 
Ida, age 4.  Four years later, 
another son, John Durnbaugh 
was born. 
 
All seven children graduated from 
Beavercreek High School.  George 
“Dewey”, as he was commonly 
called, went on to college and 
became a teacher in the 
Beavercreek Township Schools.  
He was very civic minded and 
enjoyed being involved in 
community projects.  He was an 
avid supporter of the American 
Red Cross and did volunteer work 
in that field for a number of years.  
He served on the Beavercreek 
School Board and was Clerk of the 
Beavercreek Township until 
Parkinson’s Disease forced him to 
relinquish the office.  In 1967 
Dewey was awarded the first E. G. 
Shaw Distinguished Service 
Award by the Beavercreek 

Chamber of Com-
merce. He passed 
away in June 1970 
at 70 years age. 
 
Of the six children 
in the photo, three 
remain.  McKinley, 
now 98, is still 
teaching his Sun-
day School class at 
the Mt Zion Church 
in Beavercreek 
where he still is 

somewhat active. He also served 
on the Beavercreek School Board 
and took great pride and interest 
in his church and his community.  
 
Catherine lives in the Knollwood 
area of Beavercreek; Alice passed 
away in 1996 at age 89, and David 
passed away in 1998 at 80 years 
of age.  Brother John lives in 
Xenia.  
 
Back then, it was deemed more 
important that boys get a higher 
education than girls, especially if 
it was a financial concern.  Things 
have changed considerably since 
then, as more opportunities 
abound. 
 
The old Fogwell House, an original 
1820 era log cabin, located on 
Trebein Road, holds a lot of good 
memories for the Durnbaughs.  
On Saturday nights, the folks 
would often invite friends in. One 
visitor who was well remembered 
was our teacher at West View 
School #6, Osie Burke.  She came 
          (Continued on p.5) 
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BHS HISTORICAL LANDMARKS 
COMMITTEE UPDATE   

Bob Zimmer, Chairman of the Beavercreek 
Historical Landmark Ad Hoc Committee 
submitted his report to the Beavercreek 
Historical Society Board of Trustees on April 
13, 2000. The report 
concluded that it is 
feasible to have a self 
sustaining BHS program 
for designating historical 
structures and sites that 
include all of the 
Beavercreek area. The 
committee recommen-
ded that the BHS 
request the Beavercreek 
City Council to officially 
designate a historical 
structure or site by means of an ordinance. It 
will be up to the BHS to determine the 
selection criteria, administer the processing of 
applications, and make final selections.  
 
Initial plans call for designating as historical 
landmarks at least five structures or sites per 
year. The BHS will be responsible for 
performing the required historical research 
and presenting recommendations to the 
Beavercreek City Council. 
 
It is hoped that the cost of administering the 
program and purchasing appropriate plaques 
will be supported by yearly tours of the 
historic homes, structures, or sites. 
Participation in the program will be strictly 
voluntary and a historical landmark 
designation will not prevent the owner(s) from 
making architectural changes or 
modifications to the property. 
 
Plans call for implementing the plan by early 
next year.    
 

DISAPPEARING SOON 
By Laura Bader  

If you are a typical Beavercreek resident you 
have driven by this small unimposing 
structure thousands of time. Located on the 
Northwest corner of the junction of North 

Fairfield Road and the bike 
path (across from Daytona 
Mill), this piece of 
Beavercreek history will 
soon be a memory. When 
the new interchange for 
Fairfield and Route 35 is 
constructed, this small 
house will be destroyed.  
 
Milford Trubee, who played 
on the Zimmerman baseball 
team in 1897, moved into 

the little house with his bride, Etta Raye 
Aleshire, in 1903.  The couple’s first child, 
Helen Marie, was born in this house. Over the 
years, nine more children were born, all girls: 
Winnie, Peggy Ruth, Ester, Etta Rae, Evelyn 
Gertrude, Mildred Geneva, Martha May, 
June, and Betty Lou. By this time, the 
Trubees had moved to a larger home.  
 
Daughter Etta Rae married Chester “Dick” 
Cheneweth. Their daughter is Claudine 
Lucille Cheneweth Haywood.  Mrs. Haywood 
who resides at 538 Merrick Drive is very 
interested in saving the house. Her family is 
willing to help pay to have it moved and 
reconstructed elsewhere.  
 
After the Trubees moved out, the little house 
was used as a traction line station. The 
farmers kept their milk cool in the basement 
of the house while waiting for it to be picked 
up and taken by traction car to the dairies in 
Dayton. The passengers waited for the train 
in the upper level.  
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 MEET OUR VOLUNTEERS 
Allan Gunderson 

Allan Gunderson hails from the state of 
Minnesota but 40 years ago he came to this 
area with his wife 
Bonnie to work in 
the Flight Dynamics 
Lab at Wright-
Patterson AFB. The 
Gundersons have 
been residents of the 
Beave rcreek area for 
31 years and have 
three daughters and 
four grandchildren. 
 
Al has been a member of the Beavercreek 
Historical Society for six years, serving in the 
capacity of Vice President of Internal Affairs.  
Most recently, he has chaired the very active 
CHRONICLES COMMITTEE that published 
the new edition of the 1976 BEAVERCREEK’S 
CHRONICLE. 
 
Al has also been actively involved with the 
moving and restoration of the Ankeney 
House, the Tobias Zimmer Barn, and 
participation in the Society’s Fall Heritage 
Days activities. 

 
HISTORIC JOURNEYS..NEARBY 

KILROY WAS HERE  
While we look forward to the new 
millennium, the 1940s remain one of the 
most pivotal decades of the 20th century. The 
Ohio Historical Society brings this unique era 
to life in the new exhibit, Kilroy Was Here: 
The 1940s Revisited, running April 1 through 
November 30 at the Ohio Historical Center. 
The exhibit allows visitors to reflect on the 
profound changes that occurred in America in 
the 1940s. It reveals fascinating facts about 
music, sports, movies and other icons specific 
to the era’s popular culture, including the 
story behind the character Kilroy. The 

multidimensional, interactive exhibit takes a 
look at the lighter aspects of American life in 
the 1940s, while acknowledging the great 
personal sacrifices Ohioans and all 
Americans made as a result of World War II. 
Special evening events and a series of family 
programming also invite you to immerse 
yourself in the sights, sounds and styles of 
this evocative era. 

WHO WAS KILROY?1  
During World War II, the saying “Kilroy Was 
Here” began to appear as graffiti at home and 
wherever the American military traveled 
abroad. Eventually the saying, and the 
cartoon character that often accompanied it, 
came to represent America’s worldwide 
presence. Today, it remains a whimsical 
cartoon symbol of the momentous 
achievements made by an entire generation of 
Americans during the 20th century’s darkest 
hour. 
 

ANY INTERESTING TRIPS? 
Have you taken any interesting trips within 
a two or three hour drive from Beavercreek? 
Perhaps you plan to take one this summer or 
in the near future. Either way, we would 
welcome an article for the newsletter telling 
our readers of your experience. The only 
requirement is that the site visited be of a 
historical nature or have some connection to 
a historical figure or event. Send your articles 
or inquiries in care of Newsletter Editor, Izzy 
Caro. 
                                                 
1 Courtesy of the Ohio Historical Society 



Page 4 

LOG C BY C LOG 
May 2000                                Volume 9                                Number 5 
 
C   C   C   C   C   C   C   C   C   C   C   C   C   C   C   C   C   C   C   C   C   C   C   C   C   C   C   

SPECIAL THANKS TO….  
Wanda Durnbaugh for the generous supply of 
material scraps to make doll kits for the Living 
History Program..…and to Marie Wartinger 
and Midge Miller who spent the long winter 
months making up many doll kits for us. 
 
Special thanks also to the Jason Zwick Troop 
525 who constructed new split rail fencing at 
Wartinger Park; this was an Eagle Scout 
Project for 1999.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 

WE CONGRATULATE 
Congratulations are in order for two members 
of the Beavercreek Historical Society! Charlotte 
Panton, Publicity Chairperson for the Society, 
was the winner of the Culture Award presented 
by the Beavercreek Recreation, Parks and 
Culture Department. And Traudl Schrick, a 
member of the Flower Trail Garden Club, was 
presented with the Organization Award. 
 
Charlotte has served as Publicity Chairperson 
for the past eight years; she also acts as 
photographer for the Society and keeps the 
public aware of Wartinger Park and all its 
various activities.  Traudl Schrick has been 
associated with the garden club for many 
years, serves as President of its Horticulture 
Committee, is the originator of its Herbal 
Tricks & Treats Program, and is also a 
volunteer for the Society’s Living History 
Program.  
 
These awards were announced at the recent 
Volunteer Recognition Event sponsored by the 

Parks Dept and held at the Beavercreek Golf 
Club. We congratulate both Charlotte and 
Traudl and commend you on a good job well 
done!!! 

 
WE WELCOME… 

These new Standing Committee Chairmen: 
Larry Lanker as Program Chairman and 
Sarah Haller as Education Chairman.  
 

VINTAGE PHOTOS WANTED 
Do you have vintage photos of Beavercreek 
and the surrounding area? If you do, we 
would appreciate it very much if you would 
allow us to share these photos with our 
readers. All original photos will be returned 
to you after they have been scanned for 
inclusion in the Beavercreek Historical 
Society Newsletter. If you are willing to lend 
us your old photos, please contact Izzy Caro. 
 

DID YOU KNOW THAT… 
Even though most of us think of nest eggs 
as savings for a rainy day, the fact is that 
the original nest 
eggs were pottery 
eggs put in a hen’s 
nest to induce her 
to lay. The phrase 
came to mean 
money in the bank 
based on the idea 
that, once begun, 
saving will become 
a habit. 
 

BHS WEB PAGE 
If you are surfing the Web, take a few 
minutes to log on to the Beavercreek 
Historical Society’s Web Page at: 
 

http://beavercreek.hcst.net/bckhissoc/ 

 


